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         Hope Heart & Home child   

   advocates Dr. Alecia Rodriguez.,   

   Panos Kourtesis, and Eric    

   Schwindeman joined the Directors    

   of the Community Based Care   

   Alliance (CBC) in recognition of    

   Child Abuse Prevention month on  

   April 2 to urge support of children  

   in Miami- Dade & Monroe counties. 

       It was announced at the meeting   

                                               that Dr. Alecia Rodriguez and Panos 

       Kourtesis were elected to the Board of Directors of the Community Based Care Alliance   

      (CBC), which oversees child welfare services in Miami Dade. They join a dedicated team  

      of professionals including Eric Schwindeman, Gilda Ferradaz, Kadie Black, Janice Graham,    

      Denise Beeman Sasiain, Sharon Langer, Bryttany Stringer, and 20 other esteemed Child  

      Advocates.  

 

              Both Dr. Rodriguez and Mr. Kourtesis also serve as Trustees  

with Hope Heart & Home and the Kiwanis Club of Miami. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ministryHHH?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbt8xoFk29SbV9AjDyXM4nXjJV3PsKQSvq-2xll9-Jpm6KQjnXlP9NzkcCEp0u0kYPbMxTQx5VLDFF_y5DiuO2Si4RbnFW-IUKlwQLJT88O10gCoO6wLIRVRmGxBP2kdbtmm4AvBWJjr52eDZZ33MzyrMBh5vql5YCWPi3UHIYsvQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Dr.AleciaRodriguez?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbt8xoFk29SbV9AjDyXM4nXjJV3PsKQSvq-2xll9-Jpm6KQjnXlP9NzkcCEp0u0kYPbMxTQx5VLDFF_y5DiuO2Si4RbnFW-IUKlwQLJT88O10gCoO6wLIRVRmGxBP2kdbtmm4AvBWJjr52eDZZ33MzyrMBh5vql5YCWPi3UHIYsvQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/p.kourtesis1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbt8xoFk29SbV9AjDyXM4nXjJV3PsKQSvq-2xll9-Jpm6KQjnXlP9NzkcCEp0u0kYPbMxTQx5VLDFF_y5DiuO2Si4RbnFW-IUKlwQLJT88O10gCoO6wLIRVRmGxBP2kdbtmm4AvBWJjr52eDZZ33MzyrMBh5vql5YCWPi3UHIYsvQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/eric.schwindeman?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbt8xoFk29SbV9AjDyXM4nXjJV3PsKQSvq-2xll9-Jpm6KQjnXlP9NzkcCEp0u0kYPbMxTQx5VLDFF_y5DiuO2Si4RbnFW-IUKlwQLJT88O10gCoO6wLIRVRmGxBP2kdbtmm4AvBWJjr52eDZZ33MzyrMBh5vql5YCWPi3UHIYsvQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

         HOPE, HEART & HOME Partner 

       Kiwanis Club of Miami Unites 

      Community Behind Foster Youth 
 

            Citrus Family Care Network hosted their annual  

         HOOPS 4 UNITY  
Basketball Tournament on Saturday, 

April 11 at JL (Joe) and Enid W. Demps 

Park, named after two Kiwanis Club of 

Miami members. The event brought 

together law enforcement officers, 

firefighters, correction officers, school 

security guards, and first responders to 

shoot hoops with youth in foster care.  
 

This was the third year the Kiwanis Club of 

Miami sponsored the fun-filled  

gathering. Special thanks to Marta 

Torres & Nadine Rolle from Citrus FCN 

and the Circle of  Brotherhood 

for teaming up with local officers. The 

kids enjoyed a morning full of 

basketball skills and excitement! And each 

youth went home  with a basketball 

courtesy of the Kiwanis Club of Miami! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Hope, Heart & Home Celebrates  

Child Abuse Prevention Month 

 

 
 

    Hope, Heart & Home celebrates April as Child    

    Abuse Prevention Month with bio & foster   

     families throughout Dade County. 

 

     HHH’s Mary Walton and Citrus FCN’s Kim   

     Lopez made Random Acts of Kindness pick- 

     ups with Azal Feghhi's Building Kids Future  
     Foundation and at Holy Rosary St. Richards  

     Catholic Church with HHH’s Kathleen Smith's  

     Propelled in Christ Ministry. 
 
     HHH Maria Romanek & Family and Bernadett    

     Horvath's BDW & More team made Random   

    Acts of Kindness deliveries to their families over Easter weekend!  

    Wonderful collaboration with all of HHH partners! 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

     HHH and    
KIWANIS  

 

On April 20, Hope 

Heart & Home 

joined the Kiwanis 

Club of Miami, 

Florida who hosted 

their annual 

Divisional Council 

Meeting at the 

eclectic German 

American Social Club 

in Kendall. The meeting united Kiwanis members from Miami, Little Havana, Kendall, 

Pinecrest, and Homestead, who exchanged success stories on engaging youth in Miami-Dade. 

 

Representing Hope Heart & Home Ministry 

were Alecia Rodriguez, Eric Schwindeman,     

Panos Kourtesis, Mary Walton, and Paul 

Czenkaski. Happy birthday, Chuck Little! 



 

GO GERMAN!!! 

 



 

HHH Hosts Lesline Anglade       
 
Lesline Anglade, Director of Child Protection at the Department of Children 

and Families (DCF), offered Hope Heart & Home and child welfare partners a 

thorough insight into child protection services through a captivating presentation 

on the  April 13 monthly virtual meeting.  

     The Child Protection    

   Investigations (CPI) Project  

   represents a collaborative 

   effort between the Florida       

   Department of Children   

   and Families (DCF), the    

   Office of the Attorney  

   General (OAG), local  

   certified domestic violence  

   centers, community-based    

   care agencies, and other  

   child welfare professionals  

   that provide an optimal    

   coordinated community  

   response to families 

   experiencing the co-    

   occurrence of domestic  

   violence and child abuse.                

 

 The goal of the CPI project 

is to bridge the gap between child welfare and domestic violence service 

providers to enhance family safety, create  permanency for children, reduce 

removals of children from non-offending parents, and hold batterers 

accountable.  

We are deeply grateful for Leslnie’s presence at our April monthly meeting. 



    LUNCH 

WITH  B E R T H A 
       Hope Heart & Home Ministry had the pleasure of a 

nutritious Crema Gourmet lunch with the effervescent 

Bertha Pino from Explore Foster Miami on April 21, 

gaining valuable knowledge of new initiatives and the 

upcoming May 27 Stakeholders Breakfast. HHH is 

blessed to partner with such a wonderful child advocate 

with so many creative ideas! 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  HOPE, HEART & HOME  and BDW & MORE  

        CELEBRATE  ANNIVERSARY! 

 

Can you 

believe it's been 

a year since HHH’s 

Bernadett Horvath 

launched BDW and 

More. “ I'm 

humbled that I've 

never felt so fulfilled 

providing support to 

countless families.” 

Bernadett exclaims. 

“I'm overflowing with 

gratitude and excited 

to grow alongside 

our community 

partners, continuing 

to make a positive 

impact. My heartfelt 

thanks to each and 

every one of my 

dedicated volunteers 

who believed in me 

and the vision of 

BDW.” 

As we celebrate an 

extraordinary year of 

partnering with 

BDW and Random 

Acts of Kindness, 

Bernadett’s team 

pays tribute to “the unshakeable commitment of 

outstanding individuals whose selfless 

volunteerism and unwavering perseverance 

personify the very essence of community, igniting 

unrelenting collective resilience and propelling us 

forward toward achieving tangible, 

groundbreaking impact.” Bernadett’s “thank 

you’s” include HHH and Eric Schwindeman. 

  



 

 

     

    

 

  

  

HHH Partners with 

   Somerset College   

     Prep Academy 

          Key Club 

   To Help Children   

    in Foster Care! 
 

        Hope Heart & Home has embarked on a new initiative with the   

       Kiwanis Club of Miami and the Somerset College Prep Academy Key  

       Club.  During the month of May, Mary Walton and Bernadett Horvath  

      will oversee  HHH's Random Acts   

      of Kindness  team as they receive    

      donations  collected by the Key   

      Club for Miami- Dade's foster and   

       bio families. Appreciation is extended    

       to Cristy Amable, faculty advisor, for   

       bringing  together these advocates for  

       children. 



 

RON TOOKES :  SERVANT LEADER 
 

    Hope Heart & Home Ministry and the     

    Kiwanis Club of Miami, Florida are    

    pleased to announce the publication of  

   Trustee Ronnie 

Tookes’ new book,              

   Beyond 
the Badge. 

   This book is 

more than just a 

story—it’s a   

journey. It gives you 

a real, behind-the- 

    scenes look into Ronnie’s life as a police  

    officer, the heart of community policing,  

    and the experiences that shaped his  

    perspective beyond the uniform. It’s about  

    service, sacrifice, relationships, and the    

    impact we can make when we truly show  

    up for our communities. 

 

    This is personal. This is purpose. This is    

    Beyond the Badge. A long-standing leader  

    in the community, Ronnie joins esteemed  

    HHH authors Drs. Alecia Rodriguez and  

    Michelle Witherspoon with this release. 



 

            HHH Supports   

 Trade  

 Career                    

 Pathways   

 

         Kevin Ballard,  representing Hope,    
         Heart & Home and the Kiwanis Club  
         of  Miami, proudly announces the   
         launch of the 'trade career pathways  
         for youth' initiative,” a joint venture  
         with Deacons Ron Tookes and 
         Peter Calhoun, and talented  teens from Sweet Home Missionary Baptist Church.   
        This Kiwanis Club of Miami's sponsored pilot program kicks off with Kevin's   
         introductory session on the HVAC trade. Interested teens should scan the QR 
         Code to register for classes.  
 

 

 

 



    Kiwanis Elect New Board of Directors 

 The Kiwanis Club of Miami achieved a significant milestone   

  at its largest Annual Meeting on May 4th, with the election   

  of 8 new members to its Board of Officers and Directors. 

     

 Congratulations to the incoming team comprising Hope, Heart   

  & Home's Alecia Rodriguez, as President; Eric Schwindeman   

  as President Elect; Panos Kourtesis as Vice President; and  

  Directors Ronald Tookes, Bernadett Horvath, Mary Walton,              

  Paul Czekanski, and Nikki Mendoza, who will join seasoned   

  members Chuck Little & George Cadman on the 2026-27  

  Board.  

 

  Special thanks to Chuck Gugliuzza for successfully conducting  

  the election.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

    HOPE, HEART & HOME GOES TO  

    JUNGLE ISLAND 
  WITH HIS HOUSE CHILDREN’S HOME   

     Sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Miami                                               

 

On May 4, the Kiwanis Club of Miami approved 

funding for a celebratory luncheon honoring foster parents of children 

at His House Children’s Home. The families enjoyed a sumptuous 

lunch and a day at the Island’s 

attractions! Congratulations to 

HH’s David Castillion for 

organizing this wonderful event! 

                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       AYDEN COMES HOME! 
 
The Hope Heart & Home and the Kiwanis Club of Miami 

community is thrilled to extend congratulations to our Maria 

Rey Family on the adoption of young Mr. Ayden, marking a 

momentous occasion in their lives, following a joyful courthouse 

ceremony. Welcome home, Ayden! God bless  

you & your parents 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kiwanisclubmiami?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY_YHU7vpYj3uVtJM7ecRQ6mdcxc1e7R_zj2B8ZuwSxkjag6LbKqyBy8JuXKLL87_AILd-QLwdEJB-g-D8lVWjJevqRowssFxRf96t8r2C9x1r_nrR9f3XGDa0l4XXffj54VTVcMKKllO_DCEzSExsUsLVT9IRwWM5Cu4mbOxFBhg&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

Kiwanis Club of Miami Honors 
 High School Scholar Athletes 
 

Four outstanding graduates from the Class of 2026 
were honored with $1000 scholarships by the Kiwanis 
Club of Miami at the GMAC Scholar-Athlete Award 
Ceremony held on May 12.  Led by Chuck Little, the 
Kiwanis presenters, including Diana Morrell, Alecia 
Rodriguez, and Eric Schwindeman, celebrated these 
individuals' academic distinction and athletic 
excellence. 

 

 



 

 

 



     OUT OF FOSTER       

        LAUNCH PARTY! 

On May 13, the Out of Foster Foundation's 6th Annual Launch Party united child welfare 

partners to support former foster youth, with notable attendees including Chairman Rudy 

Bustamante, Esther Jacobo, Marta Oliva Torres, Marcel Rivas, Mario Jardon, Maria Alonso, and 

Leslie Veiga of Citrus FCN, Eric Schwindeman of Hope Heart & Home,  Demarco Mott of the 

Youth Alliance Council, and Jorge Fernandez, Board Member & Kiwanis activist. 

https://www.facebook.com/martaotorres
https://www.facebook.com/ministryHHH


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    

 KIWANIS CLUB OF MIAMI    

                 GRANTS 

 

         May 21 was particularly significant for the 15 small non-profits providing recreational      

         services to local youth, as the Kiwanis Club of Miami presented $200,000 in grants,  

         with Hope Heart & Home partner Sadie's Daughter Inc. being one of the recipients,   

         bringing the total donations to $2.8 million. 

 

             Gratitude is expressed to Kiwanis Chuck Little, Nancy Little, George Lucas, Dianna Morrell, Ron  

         Tookes, Enid Demps, Dr. Alecia Rodriguez, Gigi Devalle, Amy Gonzalez, and  

         Eric Schwindeman for their role in hosting the event.  

 

 



 

“Thank you to the Miami Kiwanis Youth Foundation for investing in our youth and helping make 

sports exposure possible for 140 PreK–5th grade students. Through golf, tennis, gymnastics, 

baseball, and soccer, students will build confidence, teamwork, perseverance, and positive social-

emotional skills through play and movement. Together, we’re creating opportunities, expanding 

access, and making lasting impact in our community,” praised Dr. Alecia Rodriguez. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Hope, Heart & Home Hosts Voices For Children 
 

 Kadie Black, President and CEO of Voices For Children Foundation, 

and Alecia Curtis presented key initiatives and projects of the 

organization to 32 child advocates at Hope Heart & Home on May 11, 

representing a significant collaboration between the child welfare 

organization and Hope Heart & Home. Thank you ladies for one of the most impressive 

evenings HHH has enjoyed. The lives Voices have changed have made our future brighter! 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

 



  SOMERSET COLLEGE PREP  

      KEY CLUB BREAKFAST 

 

 

The Key Club of Somerset College Preparatory Academy held a proud award breakfast, hosted 

by Cristy Amable and Monica Macedo, at the No Limits Coffee Shop. The event drew 

prominent attendees including Eli Aleman, Diana Morrell, George M Lucas, and Eric 

Schwindeman. Special thanks to the Kiwanis Club of Miami, for their sponsorship of the Key 

Club's inaugural year. 

 



E X P L O R E   F O S T E R   M I A M I 
 

Explore Foster Miami brought together 120 faith-

based non-profits, churches, and agencies for the 

Stakeholders Breakfast held on May 27, attended 

by 15 Hope Heart & Home Ministry delegates. 

Panos Kourtesis and Bertha Pino of Explore Foster 

Miami received recognition from the office of 

Miami Mayor Daniela Levine Cava for exceptional 

community collaboration, and HHH congratulates 

them on this achievement.  



 



       HHH’s Community Outreach Programs 
                   To Foster and Bio Families 

 
Through the Random Acts of Kindness community outreach 
program, Hope Heart & Home, in conjunction with Somerset 
College Prep Academy's Key Club and with sponsorship from 
the Kiwanis Club of Miami, was able to provide aid to 
numerous foster and biological families in Dade County. 
Cristy Amable, Bernadett Horvath, BDW & More, and Mary 
Walton are commended for their exemplary leadership and 
collaboration on this initiative 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Hope Heart & Home and Kiwanis Club of Miami, Florida 

takes great pleasure in  recognizing Trustee Bernadett 

Horvath and Valerie VanOstran for their outstanding 

community outreach efforts through BDW & More, 

Random Acts of Kindness, and CarePortal  Their tireless 

work has led to the creation of new innovative partnerships 

supporting biological and foster families in Dade County. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kiwanisclubmiami


KIWANIS CLUB OF MIAMI FUNDS SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR TEENS AGING OUT OF FOSTER CARE 

 
  Citrus Family Care Network celebrated   

   a major achievement with the graduation     

  of 60 youths from the Class of 2026,  

  including foster care, adopted youth, and 

  former foster youth who were awarded high school   

  diplomas, GEDs, vocational technical certificates, and     

  higher academic degrees.  

 

  The Kiwanis Club of Miami presented three outstanding    

  graduates with generous scholarships, conferred by  

  incoming President-Elect Eric Schwindeman at a  

  ceremony held at MDC's Wolfson Campus June 5. 



 



   Kiwanis Club of Miami Supports 

        Community Youth Initiatives 
 

 

 

     The Kiwanis Club of Miami, continued its generous      

     support of foster youth in the community by sponsoring: 

 

          “Friends & Family Summer Bazaar”  which provides  

          school supplies, educational material, grocery assistance, and   

            transportation support for youth in need. Bazaar to be held 

            on the grounds of Trinity Christian Fellowship Church in   

            Goulds. Kiwanis Treasurer Chuck Little presented a check to   

            HHH & Kiwanis Member, Pastor Lavern Harvey. 



 

                                                                       

      “Fire In Miami Conference” with Leap of Faith    

       scholarships to under-privileged youth in middle    

       school, high school, and college to be presented at  

       Grace Church in Miami. Pastor Ramon        

       Gordon received a generous check from HHH  &   

       Kiwanis Trustee Mary Walton. 

 

 

 

 “The Annual Black Tie & Sneaker Ball” on June 6, in collaboration with Citrus Family 

Care Network.  Citrus FCN’s Marta Torres received a check from Kiwanis President-Elect 

Eric Schwindeman to fund the Ball for teens aging out of foster care held this year in  

Palmetto Bay. 

 

Kiwanis sponsorship and 

involvement remain pivotal 

in shaping the child welfare 

landscape in South Florida 

 

 



                                                   

                   HOPE, HEART &  HEART                                                                                 

               Enjoys  an Evening With               

 Patty Bulack, Melissa Taylor  

           And Kenyatta Mack 

   Legacy Looks Forward: A Powerful Live Panel on 

    Foster Care, Healing, and Chosen Family - Where 

    One Decision to Say “Yes!” Changed Lives Forever. 

Miami Child Advocates attending 

Hope Heart & Home's virtual 

meeting on Monday, June 8 got to  

hear a touching panel discussion, 

featuring CAREPORTAL's Patty 

Bulack, Florida Foster Care Review's 

Melissa Taylor, and Philadelphia 

Catholic Charities' Kenyatta Mack,  

sharing an inspiring story of foster 

care, healing, and life transformation. 
 



HHH Child Advocates in the News! 
 

Who Knows BLU Nose? 
by Dr. Michelle L. Witherspoon (Author)            

 

Hope, Heart & Home and the Kiwanis 

Club of Miami congratulate Dr. Michelle 

Witherspoon on the publication of her 

new book, “Who Knows BLU Nose?” Filled with colorful 

illustrations, playful energy, and meaningful life lessons, 

Who Knows BLU Nose? celebrates individuality, resilience, 

and the power of staying true to self. This is a wonderful 

literary publication that is perfect for children, families, 

educators, and communities. 

 

Field Trips Offered to Homestead – Miami Speedway  
by Victoria Freitas 
 
New to Hope, Heart & Home, Victoria  

Freitas, Event Marketing and Community 

Partnerships Coordinator at NASCAR - 

Southeast Region, met with us at the 

Explore Foster Miami breakfast. She is 

arranging complimentary field trips for 

our youth to the Homestead-Miami 

Speedway.  Stay tuned! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Academic Program by Leanna Roberts. 

 

HHH’s Hawaiian Director, Leanna Roberts, who 

recently completed her MA in Non-profit Financial 

Management from Cornell, has been accepted into 

the Michigan State Masters Program in Global Non-
Profit Leadership, Global Cultures and Social 
Enterprise. This role will only expand her consulting,   

 marketing, and communication services provided to  

 HHH. Congratulations, Leanna! 

 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Dr.+Michelle+L.+Witherspoon&text=Dr.+Michelle+L.+Witherspoon&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books


                       Citrus FCN June 27 ReUnification CELEBRATION 

 

          Hope Heart & Home Ministry was honored to attend Citrus Family Care Network's    

          Annual Reunification Celebration, held at Jungle Island on June 27. The event provided  

          an excellent opportunity for our bio parents and partners to come together. We would 

          like to extend our sincere appreciation to Allison Schild and Bernadett Horvath from  

          Citrus, as well as all the professionals in the care system who work diligently to support    

          family reunification.                                  

 

 



     

          “NO MORE ORPHAN EXPERIENCE” comes to Kendall!  

                               Prioritizes Fostering & Adoption! 

 

    The Declare No More Foundation aims to move people to action to help vulnerable 

populations, addressing the connection between poverty, vulnerability, and exploitation. Its  

work focuses on serving the poor, supporting orphans, and combating human trafficking  

through community engagement, volunteer programs, and awareness campaigns. The 

 foundation encourages individuals to take a stand and declare "No More!" to these injustices. 
 

The foundation organizes a variety of initiatives, including community events, like the No More 

Orphans Experience, which provide families and individuals with insight into the realities facing 

vulnerable children and practical ways to help. 

 

      Hope, Heart & Home and many of our partners enjoyed the No More Orphans Experience 

service and networking opportunity held Sunday evening, June 28 at Christ Church in Kendall. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


